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Some Conſiderations towards Peace and 
Quietneſs in Religion, in Anſwer to the queſtion, 
Whether the Multitude are fit Readers of Holy 


Scripture. 


PREFACE. 


: Ime and Experience of this diſtracted Age 
: have mollified the cenſures of many Prote- 
| ' * ſtants-on the Church of Rowes not expo- 
fing 1he holy Seriptoyes : Not that any. Pro- 

eeſtants, I hope, are ſv irrational, as-to hold. the abule 

of things a good argument to forbid their uſe : no, bur 

Fe experience having ſo manifeſted the vaſt diſtance be- 
i tween that myſterious. beok, and the underſtandings of 
the common Peop!e zi and how ealily 'tis miſtaken to 

ſerre the purpoles of their pride, cavy, malice and in- 
conſtancy 5 many ſober Perſons have been cempted to 
with it leis expos'd to their profane hands. Do not 
Phylicians witely allow or forbid us the ule of any 
thing,.eyen Wine it. ſelf, as they conceive ic to agree 
or difagree with our proportion of ſtrength 5 The caſe 
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is the ſame betwixt the Scripture and the unſtable 
People, 

We can'c ſuppoſe them, (vis. Women, Trade(- 
men, ec. ) able ro underſtand the Circumſtances of 
time and place when and where it was written z nor 
the coherence of things, nor the Cuſtomes and Rites 
of the ſeveral Nations to which it alludes ; 'bur that 
they will contrive and apply it, as though ir intended 
the very State and Condition of theſe Iſlands. No- 
thing has been moreexperienc'd than this. And here 
the Reader will pleaſe ro obſerve, I am nt going 
about to argue this matter from the abuſe of Scripture, 
but from che popular unfirneſs and incapacity to meddle 
with it. Theargument, I confels, is not good, from 
the ill u cof athing co take away the uſe ; but I hope 
the argument is good, Such a manis of a weak digeſti- 
on, T herefore not to be advis'd to the uſe of ſtrong 
meats: or he is of a temper apt to quarrel, Therefore 
ter him abſtain from much Wine. 

That this may appear, let it be remembred, the Or- 
diary means to a rightunderſtanding of the Scriptures 
are theſe, Learning, ſtudy, rational inference, collation 
of places, conſulting the Original and Expoſitions of 
the pritnicive Fathers, who liv'd neareſt the Age of the 
Apoſtles, together with an humble temper and conſtant 
prayer for Gods bleſſing upon all. 

Conlider alſo how naturally they miſtake thee fol- 
lowing Texts ; 


The hour cometh and now is, when the true worſbip- 
pers [ball wor(bip the Father in Spirit and in 
r1#th, 
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. 18, 44iu dp ye wirſbip me, teaching for deffrines the 
commanaments of men. 
Ye-are bought with-a price, be wt ye the ſervants 
of men, 


Stand faſt tn the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
you free, 

why as though living in the world are ye ſubjet# to 
Ordinances ? 

The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Loraſbip over them, 
but it ſhall not be ſo among you. 

O father thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe 
and prudent, but haſt revealed them unto Babes, 


Illuminated by theſe and other Texts, the grave 
Shop- keeper can ſee Popery in the Charch and Ty- 
ranny in the State ; and in vain ſhall you or I te!! 
him that he is miſtaken in his interpretation of chem. 

I would only ſay this, That {erning and moacſty 
are neceſſary to the underſtancing of the Bible ; the Peo- 
ple generally want both, therefore no competent Rea- 
ders, What: will the grave Inn keeper [ay to this? 
"Tis true, I am not learned my elf, buc our Miniſter 
Mr.T. isa very precibus man, and a Goſpe/ Preacher, and 
able to teach us che right ſence of the aforeſaid Texts. 

Very good, Though thou beeſt not learned, nor {9 
and (0: qualifhed thy ſelf, thy Adinifter is 5 this ſeems 
to refolve all into the Miniſter ; and to confeſs una- 
wares, That not the unlearned People, but the Church 
or Paſtors thereof are fit to give the ſence of Gos 
Word. Thus, perhaps, ' unawarcs art thou confeihing 
chat Popery, ( about which thoſe :of thy Party have 
ſo long confounded the peace ot. Cliriſtcadow.). of 
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reſting in the Charch or Paſtors thereof, for the ſence 
of Gods Word, 

W hich being duly conſidered, it ſeems to me al:tele 
incongruous, it not abſurd, to ſay, That every Weaver, 
Brewer, Tayloy hath ( notwithſtanding his want of che 
aforeſaid requiſits, to wit, /earning and humility) a 
judgement of diſcretion to aflent- or- diflent from the 
ſence given by the Church. To allow him ſuch a 
judgement,. and: yet reſtrain him the external liberty 
thereof, or cenſure him for it, ſeems to him very hard 
and unjuſt; My dulneſs, I confeſs, apprehends not the 
difference betwixt this Fudgement of diſcretion and that 
which ſome call the private Spirit. 

W hat * am I allowed a judgemear of diſcretion, 
will the honeſt Taylor ſay ;- and muſt I be debarr'd the 
liberty thezeof 2 muſt I pin my faith on the ſleeve-of 
the Church 2 No (good Mr.Parſon) for all your car- 
nal Sophiſtry, my Juagement obliges me to cut out my 
own Religion and (et itup for a Faſhion, 

Fo this the ingenious and worthy Dr. Tillotſon an- 
ſwers in his late Sermon on 1 Fohn 4-1. pag. 39. That 
all Perſons having Capacities for it, are to .read che 
Scriptures and judge for themſelves in matters of Reli- 
gion, but with modeſty and humility, with great ſub- 
miſkon to their ſpiritual Guides, 

Having Capacities for it ; which excludes all im- 
mode(t and unlearned People from judging for them- 
ſelves: with ſubmiſſion to their ſpiritual Gutaes, makes 
the Taylors judgement of diſcretion an impertinent 
thing. It is tobe conſidered ( ſaith the Door in the 
aforeſaid Sermon ) That the proper remedy in this caſe 
i not to deprive men of this priviledge of judging for 
themſelves 
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themſelves in matters of Religion , but to uſe the beſt 
means to prevent the abuſe of it. And this means is, 
we are to caution them not to aſſume to themſelves the 
Authority of Fug inſtead of demeanins themſelves 
with the ſubmiſſion of Learners, "Tis an excellent cau- 
tion, were the multitude capable to receive it, 

Well, but you will ſay, it's true, the Mulcitude 
may be ſomewhat incapable to judge for themſelves as 
ro doubtful and diſputable matters. Bur as to all mat- 
ters xeceſſaryto ſalvation, the ok nw hy are plain and 
evident to every Taylors underſtanding, Perhaps not. 

Where the obſcurity dwells, of divers Articles ne- 
ceſlary to ſalvation, whether in the Scriptures or the 
Peoples underſtandings, I ſhall not undertake co deter- 
mine : but this, I hope, will be granted me, that the 
doqrine of the Trinity, the Article of the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, Infants Baptiſm, obedience tro At- 
thority Civil and Ecclefiaſtical are matters neceſſary tb 
ſalvation ; and yet how many thouſands ( good (eri- 
ous Tradeſmen ) do attentively read the Engliſh Bible 
and miſs the Orthodox belief of theſe things £ $0 that 
to tell us of ſuch a brightneſs in the Scriprures as to all 
neceſſary matters, is toinform us, as Countrey People 
do Travellers, enquiring their way to ſach a Town 
chat we ccann't go aſtray, when nothing is more calle. 

I know not, but if the Scriptures were fo extream- 
ly perſpicuous, methinks the Comrroverſies berween us 
and the Papiſts and Socinians were ſoon at an end : 
what ſhould hinder ir * the blindneſs of their undec- 
ſtandings or perverſeneſs of their wills, alas-! obje& this 
£0 a Presbyterian or Papiſt, Independent or Socinian, 
they will excceding}y pity your b/:ndpefs, 
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Having premis'd theſe things, let's proceed to exa« 
mine what's uſually obje&ed to rhe contrary. | 

And firlt are we not commanded to ſearch the Scrie 
ptures, John 5, 39. Indeed our Engliſh Bible renders 
the word Search inthe imperative mood ;_whereas it 
doth not appear in the Original whether it be z»djca- 
tive or imperative, But iuppoling ic to have been 


. ſpoken #»pergtively, Go ſearch the Scriptures 5 "tis a 


miſtake to think they were the Vulgar and Ualearned 
Jews our bleſſed Saviour was then diſcourſing with, 
whoſe incapacities he underſtood too well to require 
any ſuch thing of them. By Scriptures here, he meanc 
the Pſalms, the Prediftions of Ezekiel, Daniel, &c. the 
Meſatcal types and figures of the Meffiah; which, at 
that time, the moſt learned Jews had enough. to do to 
upridd'e, The word igwran Search being a Metaphor 
taken from ſuch as dig dcepin the mines, imports ſuch 
an Enquiry as unlearned People, who underſtand not 
the Original, cannot be thou E capable of. . The ma- 
tcraal language of J4deaat that time and long. before 
was Syriac, and (as learned men (ay ) the Valgar 
Jews of that Age underſtood Hebrew no more than now 
Vulgar Italians do Latin, 

But ('cwill be ſaid ) The Law and the Prophets 
were then readin the Synagogues every Sabbath day, 
Yes, in the Hevrew tongue, as at this day ; and in- 
terpreted by the Seribes and Jewiſh DoFors ;. otherwiſe 
nor underſtood by the common people : The. pgrfeR 
Hebrew ever ſince the Captivity ceating to be the Vul- 
gar Language of the Jews, The Reader may pleaſe rg 
ce a furiher account of this, in Bilhop Walton's Preface 
beore his IntroduRion to the Eaſtern tongues : Printed 
Anno 1655» * > Rn LG 
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The Old Teſtament was not then extant in the Val- 
gar, that is, the Syr7xc tongue : nor perhaps any Cha/- 
dee Paraphraſe, Or it it were, a Paraphraſe is one 
thiog and a Tranſlation is another. *Tis to me a lic- 
tle ſtrange, that our bleſſed Saviour (if it were a mat- 
ter of ſo grand necefſity) either lefe no i»juni#ton 
touching an intire #74»ſlation of the Scrip:ures, or that 
the Apoſtles recorded it not, *Tis true, the Old Te- 
ſtament was then exrant in Greek, which the Vulgar In- 
habicants of Judea underſtood nor. 

But. are not the Bereans commended, Acts 17. 11. 
in that they received the Word with all readineſs of 
mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily. whether thoſe 
things were ſo? Yes Pauland Sy/as went into the Sy- 
nagogue at Berea, and there preached tothe Jews, open- 
ing and alledging out of the Old Teſtament, That 
Cbrift muſt needs have ſuffered and riſen again from 
the dead. Whereupon the Bereans, as many as were 
capable of it, conſulting the Scriptures honeſtly and 
without prejudice, were converted to the Chriſtian 
faith, Whereit is to be obſerved, That theſe Bere- 
axs by the Apoſtles Preaching and Expounding under- 
ſtood the Scriptures and never before z though they 
read chem and heard them read every Sabbath Say. 
"Row wrtrrgu / dey, They were of a more generous 
and docible temper than other Jews. In all which 
there is not, that I can perceive, any contradition to 
what I have ſaid, that the XZulrirude cannor of cthem- 
felves and by their own Reading uaderftand the Scri- 
_ that is, without the guidance of their Pa- 

Ofs, . 
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Having premis'd theſe things, let's proceed to exa- 
mine what's uſually obje&ed to the contrary. | 

Andfirlt are we not commanded to ſearch the Scrie 
prures, John 5.39. Indeed our Engliſh Bible renders 
the word Search inthe imperative mood ;_ whereas it 
doth not appear in the Original whether it be znajca- 
tive or imperative, But iuppoſing ic to have been 
. ſpoken impergtively, Go ſearch the Scriptures 5 *tis a 
miſtake to think they were the Vulgar and Unlearned 
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whoſe incapacities he underſtood too well to require 
any ſuch thing of them. By Scriptures here, he meant 
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an Enquiry as unlearned Peo le, who underſtand not 
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tcraal language of Fagraat that time and long. before 
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The Old Teſtament was not then extant in the Val- 
gar, that is, the Syr7ac tongue : nor perhaps any Chal/- 
dre Paraphraſe. Or if it were, a Paraphraſc is one 
thiog and a Tranſlation is another, *Tis to me a lic- 
tle ſtrange, that our bleſſed Saviour (if it were a mat- 
ter of {o grand neceſſity) either lefe no i»jun#ton 
touching an intire #74nſ/ation of the Scrip:ures, or that 
the Apoſtles recorded it not, *Tis true, the Old Te- 
ſtament was then exrant in Greek, which the Vulgar In- 
habicants of Jude underſtood nor, 

But are not the Bereans commended, As 17. 11. 
in that they received the Word with all readineſs of 
mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily. whether thoſe 
things were ſo ? Yes Pauland Sy/es went into the Sy- 
nagogue at Berea, and there preached tothe Jews, open- 
ing and alledging out of the Old Teſtament, That 
Cbrift muſt needs have ſuffered and riſen again from 
the dead, Whereupon the Bereans, as many as were 
capable of it, conſulting the Scriptures honeſtly and 
without prejudice, were converted to the Chriſtian 
faich, Whereit is to be obſerved, That theſe Bere- 
axs by the Apoſtles Preaching and Expounding under- 
ſtood the Scriptures and never before z though they 
read chem and heard them read every Sabbath Gay. 
"Row wywriorge dry, They were of a more generous 
and docible temper than other Jews. In all which 
there is not, that I can perceive, any contradiction to 
what Thave ſaid, that the XZultitude cannot of them- 
ſelves and by their own Reading uaderftand the Scri- 
| rag that is, without the guidance of their Pa- 
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'But the Bereazs examined St, PauPs doarine by 
the Scriptures, therefore the People are to examine 
their Paſtors dotrine by the Scriptures gz Ic will not 
follow. The Bereans were as yet no Chriſtians but 
Jews 3 and conſequently He not as yet acknowledged 
for their Paſtor. The caſe is not the ſame between 
Chriſtian Paſtors and Fews, as between Chriſtian 
Preachers and cheir own flocks. Chriſtian people, if 
they regard the Scriptures, are not to judge, but to 
obey and ſubmit themſelves to their own Paſtors, who 
watch for their ſouls as thoſe that muſt give an ac- 
count, -Heb. 13.17. We may talk of our judyement 
of diſcretion, and miſtake our own petulant humours 
for it, What but confuſion and diſtraſtion can be 
the conſequence of this 9nax:m, thatthe Sheep may are 
raign the doctrine of their Paſtors * The Clergy there- 
fore in caſe of erroneous doctrine are to be accountable 
to their own Superiors, 

There are divers other Texts objeRed againſt the 
premiſes, but none which the ingenious Reader (and 
co ſuch alone 1 addreſs this Paper ) may not eaſily an- 
(wer, That the 7ſraelites were to meditate in the Law 
and teach it diligently to their Children, is very often 
andvery impertinently obje&ted. For the Law of God 
is one thing and the Scripture at large is another, 
By the Law of God is meant not every paſlage in the 
Bible, bur the moral, judicial, and ceremonial Laws 
contained in the Books of Exedwus, Leviticus, and Dea- 
terowomy. Which Laws the Iſraclites were firſt to be 
caught by their Prieſts Devr. 31.11. and afterwards to 
reach them their Children : This is nothing to our caſe, 
That Chriſtian Pepple are to know and underſtand 
Gods 
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Gods commandments no body ever doubted ; That they 
are bound (1 mean the unlearned ) to read or under- 
ſtand Ezekiel, Daniel or the Revelations, yea or 
St. Paw!'s Epiſtles, is that which I deny ; and I would 
gladly (ce a pertinent Tex# to prove its 

As for S. Pawl's commendation of Timothy, that he 
had known the Holy Scriptures from a Child, \t'>no con- 
tradition to what has been ſaid. 

Imagine Timothy, a (cle Perſon, an Ange! of 
the Church, underſtood all the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament from a Child, will it follow that every Wo- 
man and Tradeſman can be ſo happy * Again, by the 
Holy Scriptures cannot be meant here all the Prophecies 
ofthe Old Teſtament z becauſe divers parts thereof, as 
the beginning of Geneſis, the Book of Camticles, the 
firſt and laſt Chapters of Ezekiel were not to be read 
by the ancient Jews under thirty - years of- age, as 
S, Hierom informs us in his Epiſtle to Pawlinw, 

In whoſe dayes the Scriptures being ſo profan'd by 
Vulgar hands, mov'd him to this following reſentment, 
which the Reader will give me kave to tranſcribe out of 
that Epiſtle, 

Agricola, Cementarii, Fabri metallorum, Lignorumg; 
Ceſores, Lanarii quoque & Fullones & catert qui vari- 
am ſupelletilem fabricant, abſque doftore Ws non poſ- 
ſunt. Quod meadicorum eft, promittunt meadici ; tra» 
(Fant fabrilia fabri, Sola Scripturarum ars eſt, quam 
paſſim omnes ſibi vendicant. Hant parrula anus, hanc 
delircs ſrnex, hanc Sophiſta verboſus, hanc univerſ 
preſumunt, lacerant, docent antequam diſcunt, &c. 


. That is, to be a Smith, or Maſon, or Carpenter, or any 


ether ſort of Craftſman, there is necd of a Mfr. 
only 
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only the Trade of expounding Scripture is a Myftety 
which every one arrogates to himſelf, Here the Phy- 
ſician will -be preſcribing receits, the Lawyer will be 
demurring, and every handy-crafts-man will be handling 
the Word of God with impure hands, This the prat- 
ling huſwife, this the old Docard, this the wrangling 
Sophiſter, in a word this men of all ſorts rake upon 
them co have $kill in, and to teach what they never 
learn'd. Thus he. 

The Bible then in hisdayes ( you will ſay ) had beea 
tranſlated into the vulgar tongue. Ic was ſo, and per- 
haps two centuries before: and into Greet long before 
our Saviours time, The queſtion all this while is not 
whether the Scriptures may be read in the Vulgar Lan- 
guage * no, that which S. Hierome reſented, was the 
promiſcuous and unlicens'd uſe of them by all ſorts of 
il. diſpos'd People. Let the queſtionitherefore be whe- 
ther the Church in prudence might not reſtrain ſuch 
profanation of them © or whether conduces more to 
the honour of Religion, the peace and unity of the 
Church, to have the uſe of Vulgar Tranſlations with or 
without Licence ? | 

{ don*c find the Church of Rowe themſelves abſo- 
lutely forbidding the uſe of Vulgar Tranſlations ; bur 
only providing that the uniearned and unſtable people 
may read, but not wre/# them to their own ae/tructi- 
e3,as S, Peter (peaks. See Bellarm. lib, 2, de Verbs. 
Det cap. 15. I wiſhit were the worſt of their errors ; 
v hereby they have preſerved themſelves, if not from 
all diſputes of Religion, at leaſt, from chat Labyrinth 
of Reformation, into which we of thele Nations feem 
to-have brought our ſclves at this day, For as if Re- 
ligion 
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ligiof had not bcen often enough refornd fince rey, 8. 
weareat this day not without our apprehenſions, nor 
our numerous Adverſaries without their ſtrong hopes 
of another Reformation. 

Let it be remembred chat envy and inconſtancy are 
the natural humours of the Mnultituae ; and that no 
expericnce hath found theie humours ary whit abated, 
bur rather heighrned by their familiaricy wich the 
Scriptures, 

The High Commiſſion Court in cauſes Eccleliaſtical, 
if reſtor'd, were a happy remedy ( ſome think) to 
ſuppreſs herelies, errors, {chiſms, blaſphemies, and abu- 
ſes in Religion, But alas ! refleR a little on our /ate 
cimes, and then tell me what did this Hign Commiſhon 
Court fignifie againſt the multitude intoxicated with 
miſtakes of Holy Scripture ? 

But Hereſics and Schiſms ( you will ſay ) have been 
vented for the moſt part not by ignorant but learned 
men, Iknow not : perhaps if the truth were known, 
their pride and ill nature would be found much greater 
than their /earning, and their (chiſms might have ex- 
pir'd-with themſelves, were not - the Holy Scrip:ures 
unadviſedly expos'd into the rude hands of the Mul- 
tttude, 

To be ſhorr, let the Reader pleaſe to obſerve with 
me this one thing, that unlearned* People, when they 
read the Bible, muſt of neceſſity conſtrue it by an im- 
plicit faith on the-$kill of the Tran/{ators : and why 
not by the ſame faith and much more ſafety and, hu- 
mility receive the ſubſtance an4 «ffe&' of it, colleKed 
by the Church idto Books of Picty and Devotion © 
This ( [humbly think ) were not to keep them in ig- 

\ norance, 
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norance, but in ſobriety and in their wits. A man 
would think ( conſidering the popular incapacity and 
weakneſs to receive ſo ſtrong meat, not being chew'd 
nor prepar'd for them ) ſuch Books as the Catechiſms 
of the Church of England, or the whole Duty of man 
much fitter for them, SF. Pau! gave this judgement 
concerning his Corinthians, 1 Cor. 3. 2. 1 have fed 
" with milk and net with meat, for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it, neither yet are ye able, 

Unlearned Pcople (1 ſay } whether chey will or no, 
muſt depend on the fidelity of the Tranſlators of Hol 
Scripture. For oughe they know, it may be all mit- 
interpreted into the Vulgar Language, as certainly ma- ' 
ny places are in our Eniih Bible» To inſtance ih 
a few, 


Matth. 28. 19. Gal.5. 17. Coloſſ. 2.20, 1 Cor, 


* 7.9. Matth, 19.11, Job 7.1, 1 Cor. 11.2. Daniel 


q- 27. As 17. 22. 


All which and many' other Texts are made uſe of at 
every turn to juſtifie their looſe and Fanatical opinions, 
Particularly you fhall find -Gad.5, 17, cited by the 
Presbyterian Aflembly of Divines, to prove the impiſ- 
bbility of keeping Gods Commandments , the words in 
the 0r/2inal admitting no ſuch conſtruRion. 

We will not pin our faith on the ſleeve of the Church; 
no by no means 3 The Church is not infallible : -bur on 
the ſſceve of Tranſlators we will pia all our Religion, ': 


The ſelf-ſame thing we will abhor 
One way, and long axother for, Hudibr, 
Well, 


[13] 

Well, in vain did we expetgpie common Peoples 
amendment by their own reading of the Scriptures. 
In vain have they eaten of this Tree of knowledge, 
And whereas divers of them, who read the Bible, arc 
yet modeſt and tractable enough ro Government, and 
conformable to the preſent eſtabliſht Church 3 tome, 
you may obſerve, are indifferent for any Religion ; 
others arc conformable not ſo much from their «nder- 
ſtanding of that book, as our of the /oyalry and ho- 
neſty of their natures : and that ſuch may have /- 
cence toread it, no body denies, For the reſt, who 
are inclin'd to faction and change, experience hath 
made it apparent enough, the /iberty of the Scriptures 
hath made them more factious and (editious, 

For inſtance, there are mary extraordinary paſlages 
or matters of fa## in the Old Teſtament, particularly 
in the Books of Samet, the Kings and Chronicles, 
which to them are very good arguments againſt thz 
preſent Government of Charch and Stare. The Ce- 
ſtruction of the Groves and 19h places and molten 
Images by Fiſiah, the (laughter of BaaPs Pricſts by 
Fehu, have been very good arguments againſt the Hc- 
rarchy and Cathedral Sc: vice of the Church of Ex2/and, 
The ſpoiling 2 the Egyptians, the zeal of Phinchas 
againſt Zimri and Cozbz, are good Precedents for Re- 
formation and defentive Arn's againſt the King. And 
examples, lo they be Scriptare, are as argumentative 
with the u/gar, as any Precepts whattoever, 

The Englith Bible is become a G/a/s. wherein the 
faQtious Multicude can ſec ail the Vices, but none 0: 
the Vertues of their Governow's, 
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'Tis too apparentghhat Engliſh men were never (0 
i1|-natur'd towards one another, (o [acrilegioas towards 
God, nor ſo regardleſs of their Clergy, as they. have 
been for this laſt Century, And the Author of the 
late book entituled, The Reaſons of the Contempt of the 
Cl-roy, night have athigned one Reaſep for it, which I 
think he tas forgot, name!y the liberty of the Engliſh 
Bib! . 

For in Scripture I do not find ( ſaith the judicious Inn- 
keeper ) any iuch neceſſity of the Clergy : do I not 
rcad Joel 2,28. 1t ſhall come to paſs in the laſt dayes, 
that 1 w:li pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your 
S-ns and your Daughters ſhall propheſie, your old men 
ſhall dream areams, your young wen ſhall ſee Viſtons ; 
and alſ», upon the ſervants ana upon the hanamatias in 
thoſe dayes will 1 pour out my ſpirit and they ſhall 
prepheſie, 

And do I not read, 1 Cor. 12.7. To every man s 
given the manifeſtation of the ſpirit to profit withall, 
And Heb.8. 11. They ſhall ot teach every man his 
neighbour, andevery man his brother, ſaying, know the 
Lora, for they ſhall all know me from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, 

Ve.ily, methinks the Scripture ( ſaith the profound 
Weaver ) holds forth rather a Presbyterial than Pre- 
latical Governnient. For don't I read Luke 22. 25. 
Th: Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Loraſhip over them, 
but 1t jhall mit be ſo among you, And 1 Tim.4.15. 
Neg'e& not the gift that was given thee by Prophecy, 
with th laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. 
Andin vain hill you or Itell him that hes miſtaken 
11 his zzrerpretation of theiec Texts, Yea as for Luke 

22.25, 


C151] 
22. 25. the ſpirit, ſaith he, wicnelſeth with my ſpirit, 
whatever your carnal Greek ſaycs to the contrary, I 
am not miſtaken. 

To dreſs any meat on the Lords Day is with him 
a breach of thc fourth Commandment, Thow ſhalt do no 
manner of work, thou nor thy mud-ſervant, &c, 

The Scriptures cave at Jaſt to be fo abuſed, that 
about the year 1645. you might have (cen Papers pub- 
lickly affixt on Walls and Polts in the City of L,n4op 
with 'theſe and the like 7»ſcripricns, On ſuch a day 
ſuch a Brewers Clerk exerciſerh , ſuch a Taylor ex- 

oundeth, ſuch-a Waterman reacheth, wc, 

W hich impudence S. Baſi/ reproved long ago in De- 
moſthenes, Cookto the Emperour YValens, Twum eſt pul- 
ments decoquere, nin Evangelium exponere ; mnd your 
Portage, and meddle not with the , Myſterics of Serz- 
pinre. 


I end all with a paſſage or. two out of our own Hi- 
Rories. - Tlie firſt our of MHoweg,,in the Life of Q. 
HMary. | 


Ia the year 1553. Sr. John Gates was Arraigned 


- and ſentenced. to death for Rebellion againſt his $o- 


veraten the Princels Mary, Elceſt Daughter to King 
Hen, VIII, At the place of - Execution he made his 
Contcſlion 10 the People in theſe words, 


[_ 16) 


Y coming hither this day ( good People ) is to 

dye, whereof I aſſure you all, I am well wor- 
thy. For I have lived as Vitiouſly all che dayes of 
my life as any man hath done inthe World, I was 
the greateſt Reader of Scripture that might be of a 
man of my degree, and a worle follower thereof nor 
liviog 3 for I didnotread to the intencto be Edified 
thereby, nor to ſcek the glory of God ; but contrari- 
wiſe arrogantly to be ſeditions and to diſpute thereof, 
and privately to interpret it after mine own brain and 
affeftion, Wherefore ( good People ) I exhort you 
all ro beware how and after what ſore you come co 
read Gods holy Word, Forit is not a trifle or play- 
ing game to deal with Gods holy Myſteries. For as 
the Bee of one flower gathers honey, and the Spider 
poyſon of the ſame 3 even ſo except you humbly (ub- 
mit your ſec]ves to God, and charitably read the (ame 
co the intent to be cdified thereby, ic is to you as poy- 
ſon and worſe, and it were better to let it alone. 
Thus he, 


Better for him at leaſt, and all ſuch ili-diipoſed Peo. 
ple to underſtand their Catechiſm, . that is, the princi- 
pics and maxims of Chriſtian Religion colleted by 
che Church: and to pray to God that they may lead 
a gg and pcaccable life in all Godlineſs and ho- 
neſt y, 


The 


RE med a de ard es EL EIS. 


il 


The other paſſage is this, Oae of the Mu-cCcrer, 
of K. Charles the Fult of glorious memory, as he paſ- 
ſed to Tyburn in Offober 1660. called for his Bible, 
and embracing it, faid, This hath the whole Cauſe in 
it, meaning the Grud Old Cauſe. ' Yea, the cauſe for 
which. I have cagaged is contained in rhis bbok of God. 
A certain Miniſter asked him, what he mcant by the 
Cauſe? He anſwered, Sir, I mean that Cauſe which 
we were engaged in. under the Parliament ; which 
was for common right and freedom, and againit Surplice 
and Common: Prayer, 

This was Colonel Axre/, a man of g9od natural 
Parts, See ColleQtion of Speeches, Prayers, and pri- 
vate paſſages of Regicides, Printed 1661. 


To this we may add the words of Colonel John 
Barkſtead, another of the Regicides out of the Nar- 
rative publiſhed by their own Friends, an 1662. 


A Friend coming to Viſic him that week he ſuffered, 
did partake vf-mayrtwice brearhings from him : one 
was this, *Although I find I have no ſtrength to encoun- 
«ter with thoſe great tryals I am to meet with, yer 
«I will labour to quiet my heart through the Spiric 
« of faith from that Scripture, Iſaiah 30.7. Your 
* ſtrength is to fic ſtill; and indeed I find it fo, 


Then one preſent asked him, if he thought the Cau/7 
in which he had been engiged, would ever rilc again z 
he Anſwered, the Cauſe lyes in the Boſom of Chriſt, 
and as ſure as Chriſt arole, the Cauſe will riſe again - 

an 
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: 
| and we dye but to make way for it. For when Fohy 
| the Baptiſ# came to prepare the way for Chriſt, he 
| mu? be bcheaded for it ; ſo we by our death do but 
| make way for the next coming of- Jeſus Chriſt perſo- 


4 nally to reign a Thouſand years with his Saints : and 
J alchough we dye, the Cauſe will certainly live, This 


| te gathered out of Ezekzel, Daniel, and the' Revela- 
$1715, : {> 
1 


PosTSCRIPT, 


[ i9] 


Jute PoO6TsCALPT. 

(0- 

nd 

is N the year 1536, when the Bible was expoſed & 
a- | Englith by the commandmene of K, Hem, 8. theſe 
by followitig reaſons were given pro and com, which the 


Reader will give me leave to tranſcribe out of the 
Hiſtory of thoſe cimes wich (ome few refnarks. 


Fhoſe who deny the People the uſe of che Bible in 
the Vo'gar Tongue, muſt needs know their own doctrine 
and practices to be inconſiſtene with it, Therefore 
Arch-bifhop Crammer who was projefting the molt ef. 
fecual means for promoting the Reformation, moved 

- in Convocation, That they ſhould petition the King, for 

* teave torhake a Tranſl ition of the Bible ; which Biſhop 
Gardiner and all his party oppoſed both in Convocation 

and in ſecret with the King ; ſaying, Thar all che He- 

refies and « Xtravagant opinions which then diſtracted all 

Germany, {prang from the common u'e of the Scti- 

p:ures: and that there was ati example before their eyes, 

of ninetecn Hollanders that in Airy 1535. Wee con- 

vitcd for denying Chriſt tobe both God and Man, or 

| thac ke took ficſh and blood of the Virgin Azary ; or 
; that the Sacramenrs had any «cfc& on thoſe that recei- 
vedriem. It was complained that all theſe drew theic 
damnab'e errours from the indiſcrcet uſe of the Scris 

ptures'; and that co offer the Bible in che Eugliſh rongue 

D during 


IG 


during theſe diſtraRions, would prove, as they alledged, 
the greateſt ſnare that could be, | 

.. Therefore they propoſed- ( namely Gardiner. and his 
party ) that there ſhould be a ſhoxe Expoſition of the 
moſt uleſul and neceſſary doctrines. of the Chriſtian 
faith giventothe*People in the Engliſh rongue tor the 
inſtruction of the Nation ; which woulJ keep them in 
a.certain ſubjeion.to the King and Church in matters 
of faith. 

'The other Party, though they liked well the pub- 
liſhivg ſuch a Treatiſe in the Vulgar Tongue, yer by no 
means thought it ſufficient ; bur ſaid, the People muſt 
be allowed to ſearch the Scripture ; by which they 
might be convinced chat ſuch Treatiſes were according 
tort, Wihhereof (the Reader may take notice) the un- 
Pable multitude are excellent Fudpes, 

To this great oppoſition was mace at Court, For 
ſome rold the King that diverſity of opinions would ariſe 
out of 'it , and that he would be no longer able to Go-. 
vera his SubjeRs, if he gave way to it. Theſe were 
ſhrewd gueſſ rs. 

On the other hand it was repreſented, That nothing 
woul1 make the K:ng's Supremacy more acceptable to 
the Nution. 1th what truth this was ſuggeſted, the 
event h:th made apparent : our namerous Setts at thu 
aay findrng no ſuch thing as hu Majeſties Supremacy in 
the holy Scriptures, 

Further it was ſaid, that nothing would render the 
Pope more hateful to the Peop'e, than to let them (ee 
that whcreas the Popes had governed them by a blind 
obecience, and kepr them in dar kneſs ; the King brought 
them into the /:ght by the free uſe of Gods Word, 

Yes, 


b 

S 

;D 
: 


ed, * 


ah n 
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| Yes, They were brought ont of che darkneſs of Popery 
into a great many /ights : the light of Presbycery, tlie 
light of ſndependency, - the light of Socinianiim, of 
Anabaptiſm, Muggletonianiſm, Quakeriſm, Fifth mo- 
narchy men, &c. Noneof theſe /ghrs, 1 confels, art- 
fing out of che Bible, but our of the unſtable noddies of 
the People, miſtaking and perverrting that' B.ble, Inco 
what diſtraction this Variety of /1ghts, in proce's of 
time, would turn, was not then foreletn, Az» 15 36. 

It was ſaid moreover, That nothing wou'd more ef- 
feQually extirpare the Popes Authority (and 7 478 
afraid, in time, the King's Authority. ) 

Theſe arguments ( ſaith che Hiltorian ) enforced by 
the power which 4»# Boleyn had in Kings Henr)?s affe- 
ions, were ſo much conlidered by him, that-he gave 
order for ſetting about the Tranſlation immediately. 

Doubtleſs his iatention was go2d: bur the fruit of it 
he ſaw in a few years. For his Trading Subjects gene- 
rally not having temper or capacity to undcerſtnJ it, 
were converted from the blind obedience and merits of 
Popery, into a #or/d of envy, malice, and jealou:ie one 
of another, Of this the King himſeif rakes notice in 
his Speech to the Houſe of Coinmons, Ann 1545. the 
words are theſe, viz. 

He could not but obſerve, © That inſtead of chari- 
«ty and concord, diſcord and diviſion ruted everywhere, 
« He cired Sf. Paul's words, That chanty was g-nrle 
«and not envons nor proud, But when one called ano- 
&« ther Heretique, and the other caited him Papiſt or 
« Phariſee, it was no (ſign of Chari'y, Some (ſaid he) 
« zrerooſtift in their old AMMumpſimiur, oihers are teo 
« buſie and curious incheir new $»pſimus. He pro- 

| D 2 (© ceedcd 
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« ceefey to reprove thoſe of the Laty who railed” at 
««,cheir Biſhops and Pcieſts; Foe though they had the 
cc Bible given chem in cheir Mother Tongue z yet, faid 
& he, That was only given them to jaform their own 
« Conlciences, and inſtrudt their C:tildrea and Families ; 
65 nor to ray] againſt Prieſts, as ſome vain perſons did, 
« He was ſarry.chat ſuch a Jewel as the Word of God 
& was ſo ill uſed:- but much more (orry that men follow- 
«ed it ſp-licrle, For charity (ſaid he) was never faiat- 
« er,. and a Godly life never le(s appeared ; and God 


- Kgever.leſs Revercaced and Worſhipped, Therefore 


« he exhoreed them to live as brechreg in charity toge- 
«ther, to Love, Dread and Serve God, 

One paſlage more of this Speech I cannot but obſerve, 

&« The fault of all this ( faith he.) I owt impure 
« chiefly to the Fathers and Teachers af che Spiritualty, 
« who preach one againſt another without charity or 
* difcretion, Few preach the Word of Gad cruly: and 
& {fincerely. And how can the p5or People live in con- 
«& cord whileſt their Teachers ſow debate among them * 
« Therefore he exhorced them to (et forth Gods Word 
* by crue preaching : or el{2 he as Gods Vicar and high 
«Miniſter would lee theſe enormities corrected, - - 

This was excellently ſpoken. The diflractions of 
<1oſe times were to be attributed in a great meaſure to 
Preachers, 1 with I could nor (ay (o of ours, 

Oae thing I underſtand not, T hat to prevent indecen- 
<y, contradiction and diſorder in Gods publick Worſhip, 
the Clergy are obliged to the uſe of one Liturgy or ter 
Form of Prayer , and at the ſametime (every Novice) 
lefr, to the hberty of his own diſcourſe in the Pa/pir, 
provided he quote Scripture for it, 

St, Paul. 


3 


\ 
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$7. Pal leaves hot Timoaby himſelf to his own inven- 


tion ro colle& Gods Word our of the Seriprares, . No, 


but hold faft the Forms of ſound words which thow heff 
heard of mein faith and live which # in Chriſt Feſus : 
aud the things. that thou baſt heard of me among many 
witneſſes, the ſame comme thoa ta faithful men, who 


fbelt be able to roachorhert alſo, 2 Tim. 2. 


Theſecd of Gods Word were perhaps better prepa- 
red by the Church, than left rothe liberty and dilcreton 
of every ſower to miſtake tares for wheat, Then would 
folk come tro Church not to admire ſuch a Preachers 
good memory or goud parts, but to Worſhip God and 
hear his Commandments, gravely and materially cX- 
pounded by his Church, 

Biſhop Br amball was a diſcerning Perſon ; and rtel!s 
Mr, Baxter in his anſwer to him about Gretian Relig 
on, that it's true, Homilies may come ſhort of preach'rg in 
point of pepular ifficacy, but far exceed it tn point of ſe- 
curity, Thereis no compariton betwixt the Haranynes 
of Epiſcopal men and thoſe of the Fanaticks. Yet 
will the Fanaticks by the help of roxe and elocution 


evcr outco them in point of popular eſtimation, 
- One of the Atnferoy ( a8 | have becn ; 


credibly inform'd ) being weary of the varic'y and infi- 
nite jarrings among Preachers, and of the ciſtrations 
t:creby fomented among his Subje&s, utterly forbad 
Preaching throughout all his Dominions ; and inſtead 
thereof commanced his Clergy to read certain Homilics 
to the People «cxhorting to the practice of Chriſtian . 
Religion, without adding one, word of their ows upon 
pain of death, He ſaw otherwiſeno likelihood of qui- 
etncf\ or friendſhip among his Subjects, 

In. 


- 
; In theſe Kingdoms at this day (1 ſpeak it with. all 
humble baton ) the Chriſtian Religion is nor 


preached to the People wnder its. proper heads, which 
arc the Creed, the-Lords-prayer, the Ten Command- 
meats and the Sacraments, but handled in confufion on 
this and Vother -Tex#-; -and mingled with their own 
Philoſophy and Reaſonings, The end of it is, The People 
ere ever learning and never able to come ts the know- 


ledge of the truth.; as St. Paul ſpeaks. 


